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Registration Authority decision on Change Request no. 2019-001: to create the code 

element [jmy] for Northwestern Mari. 

 

The request to create the code [jmy] for Northwestern Mari is rejected. The request states that 

Northwestern Mari is not included in either the Hill Mari or Meadow Mari codes. It makes the case 

that the Northwestern variety of Mari is distinct because of mixture with Russian, but provides no 

evidence that the resulting mixture is unintelligible with the other two Mari varieties. The strongest 

statement is that Northwestern Mari speakers “hardly understand” speakers of the other two 

languages. This request is rejected for lack of evidence either of lack of intelligibility or of a well-

developed separate written variety. 


